THE   SUN   AND   THE   SERPENT

of time, very great changes had taken place in the
religion and sentiment of the Aryas ; and that
great progress had been made towards the union
of the Devas and Asuras.

Although wars were still frequent between rival
chiefs and hostile tribes, the gradual fusion be-
tween the two peoples continued. We find that,
at the period described in the epic poems, not only
had the religion and mode of life, as represented
in the Rig Veda, undergone great modifications,
but the distinction between Arya and Dasyu, or
Deva and Asura, had almost disappeared. All
had become Kshatriyas.' And, although even
then some were more 'orthodox than others, all
when they died went to Indra's heaven. Swarga
was, in fact, shared equally by Devas and by
Nagas, and on equal terms.

Takshaka was then the friend of Indra,1 and the
friend and benefactor of the Devas.2 This Naga
chief was dwelling with Indra, in Swarga, at the
time of the serpent-sacrifice.3

We find, too, that, while the union of the two
races was in progress, Swarga was tenanted by both
Devas and Nagas ; but when the Asuras became
recognized as Kshatriyas their souls became Devas.

The Devas were, and still are, the souls of de-

1  Mahabharata, Adi, Khandavadaha, p. ccxxxv.

2 Ib., Adi, Astika, p. xxxix. 120.

3 Ib., Adi, Astika, p. liii.
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